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destroyed," That certainly was an irregularity and
the President of the Court allowed the fact to be certified
by the court, hoping that then they might be allowed
to proceed with the cross-examination. But Desbons
having obtained the certification of the fact said he desired
to draw the necessary conclusions and he taunted the
procurator with the words, "You will not have the
heads of these three men, neither you nor your substitute
the executioner."

He would draw the conclusion that the trial had
become invalid and that the case must be dismissed,
but he was provocative in his exclamations, shouting,
"That's justice for you! That's republican justice!"
The procurator was in a terrible rage and he and
Desbons were shouting together and against one another.
At last the prosecution demanded the expulsion of
Maitre Desbons from the court.

In any case the trial was now destined to come to
naught. If Desbons had his way, the court having been
forced to admit an irregularity, any verdict the jury
might find would be invalidated. If the counsel for
the defence were expelled from the bar the case could
not go on, the jury must be dismissed and a new trial
called.

There is no doubt that the President of the Court was
angry, for some pressure had been exerted from Paris
to ensure that the case should be heard with a dignity
befitting its international aspect. But from the begin-
ning he had encountered an obstruction with which
ultimately he could not cope. He was now determined
to exact from Desbons the highest penalty the court
could inflict. He would be excluded from the Paris
bar and debarred from the further exercise of his
profession.

Desbons defended himself first and the charges were
made afterwards. He showed no repentance for his
behaviour and took nothing back that he had said.
Instead, he made a hysterical appeal destined more for